Osakis City Council – Regular Meeting
July 11, 2016
7:00 PM

Present:  Keith Emerson, Jim Snyder, Randy Anderson, Kyle Kostrzewski, Jerry Olson
Absent:  None
Others Present:  Lynnette Swenstad, Kurt Haakinson, Julie Didier, Craig Dropik, Chad Gulbranson, Sheila Krohse, Roberta Olson, Stan Schultz, Bonnie Schultz, Craig Schultz, Jason Schultz, Renee Schultz and family, Jon Backes, Laura Backes, Jason Moundson, Cindy Halbur, Karen Reicks, Nancy Hoff, Randy Hittle, Justin Dahlheimer, Dottie Norton
Meeting called to order by Mayor Keith Emerson at 7:00 p.m. 
Pledge of Allegiance was spoken.

Motion by Anderson, seconded by Olson, to approve the agenda as presented with the change of Sheila Krohse moved to the beginning of the meeting.  All Ayes
Motion by Kostrzewski, seconded by Snyder, to approve the general consent items, including the June city bills in the amount of $477,174.90, meeting minutes from June 6, 2016 and June 23, 2016.  All Ayes 
Project #460: 2016 Downtown Project

Sheila Krohse was in attendance and updated the council on the progress of the project: 
· Phase I – gravel has been put down on 1st Avenue West and Main Street West.

· Phase II & III – Milling has begun.  The milling machine broke down today but they hope to get if fixed and back on Tuesday.

· Phase II – The installation of the utilities should begin on Monday, June 18th.

Krohse feels the project is about 1 1/2 weeks behind schedule.  

Council received two payment requests for the 2016 Downtown Project.

1. Payment Request #2 from C & L Excavating in the amount of $392,435.98.

2. Request from Bolton & Menk in the amount of $43,748.70.

3. Motion by Kostrzewski, seconded by Anderson, to approve payment Request #2 from C & L Excavating in the amount of $392,435.98 and the request from Bolton & Menk in the amount of $43,748.70.  All Ayes

Project #24: Liquor Store
Julie Didier was in attendance.  Council received the Liquor Store reports for June.  

· Off-Sale Loss 

-$2,278.25
· On-Sale Profit
 
 $1,880.74
Didier informed the council that she received a quote from Security Professionals in the amount of $1,073.75 for the replacement of 3 cameras that are bad.
Didier stated that the street dance did not go as well this year as in the past.  Didier would like to have another band & dance this summer.  Didier will check with Clerk Jacobson.
Motion by Olson, seconded by Snyder, to approve to replace 3 cameras by Security Professionals in the amount of $1,073.75.  All Ayes 

Project #73:  First Responders

Craig Dropik was in attendance.  
Dropik and Mayor Emerson presented a plaque to Stan Schultz.  Emerson stated that on behalf of the city and community we would like to thank Schultz for his 34 years of services.

Several family members, past and present First Responder members were in attendance to also thank Schultz for his service to the community.

Council received the June run report.  There were 19 calls for the month and had one no show.  The no show call came after the responders had 7 calls in one morning.  
Dropik stated that 2 new members have completed the First Responder training.  One more member will complete the training this week.
Project #74:  Fire Department

Jon Backes was in attendance.  There were 7 calls for the month of June.  The department had more structure fires this last month than in the last 3 years.

No word regarding the FEMA Grant.  The department will need to purchase some replacement air packs so they are hoping to hear about the grant soon.
The cub scouts helped the firemen get the trucks ready for the parade.  About 12 to 14 scouts helped wash trucks before the parade.
Project #343:  Fireworks 

Council received the Fireworks Lease Agreement with the Osakis Country Club to review.
Project #76:  Police

Chad Gulbranson was in attendance.  Council received the June police reports.
The police department has been very busy.  June had the highest number of calls since Gulbranson has been keeping record from the last 5 to 6 years.
Police department members and families were in the Osakis and West Union parades.  Gulbranson also attended the car show and handed out freeze pops.

Olson asked Gulbranson about the handgun purchase from June.  The amount shown on the Check Summary Register was for the handgun and ammo for training.  The department has 2-3 spare handguns.  
Part-time officers can use the spare handguns or purchase their own.  Shirts and pants are purchased by the department and are turned in when they leave.

Gulbranson informed the council that he is going to request money from the VFW for body cameras.  The department will purchase 3 cameras which are about $400 each. 

Snyder would like to know the average number of calls that are warnings.  Gulbranson will check and have information at the August meeting.

Project #463:  Moonshine Madness 2016

Laura Backes was in attendance.  The committee has been working hard to build the event and make it better than last year.

Council asked about the bull riding.  Backes stated that the Professional Bull Riding will take place at Panther Distillery and there will be a Mechanical Bull Riding event downtown.

Council reviewed the Special Event Application for Panther Distillery and Downtown Osakis to be held on Saturday, September 10, 2016.

Resolution 2016-23 was presented by Anderson, seconded by Snyder, for approval to declare Moonshine Madness a community festival on September 10, 2016.  When put to a vote, the resolution passed unanimously.

Project #369:  Center Point Energy

Randy Hittle arrived from Center Point Energy.  Hittle presented a check to the City of Osakis in the amount of $1,900.  They money will be used for 10 first aid kits and a mobile defibrillator for the new squad truck.

Mayor Emerson thanked Hittle for attending the meeting.
Project #205:  City Crew
Haakinson was in attendance.  Council received the June public works report.
Haakinson informed the council of the following:

· Compaction tests have been completed for 1st Avenue West.
· Curbcuts and sidewalks should begin on Phase I of the project his week.

· Discuss the Wellhead Protection at the August meeting.  Aaron Myers will be in attendance.
· Sprayed the ponds for alga. 

· Waiting to hear from Flaherty & Hood to respond to the MPCA.

· Received many compliments regarding the beach and how well things are going there.  

· Permit has been approved and received to clean the ditches at Queen Street West and 1st Avenue East by Marthalers.

· Haakinson would like to purchase a skidloader with a broom attachment in the fall for snow removal on the new downtown sidewalks.  

Snyder asked about the beach volleyball court.  Haakinson said the city crew have a couple things to do but will work on the volleyball court after those items are completed.

Project #460:  Downtown Project – Grant
The council received resolutions to review that must be adopted to finalize the grant. 
Resolution 2016-19 states the council approves the policy that prohibits the use of deadly force by the police department.

Kostrzewski does not want to approve this if this prohibited the police of using deadly force.  More information needs to be discussed about this resolution.

The council would like to have Emma Jean Zweig attend the July 26th meeting and answer questions.

Gulbranson will look into state statues.

Resolution 2016-20 states that we approve that these funds will be used for section 3 housing which means low income houses.

Resolution 2016-21 states that we approve the policy for the anti-displacement and relocation assistant with the grant.  This means if someone has to be relocated because of the construction that needs to be done, we will help in temporarily relocate something (Douglas County will handle on our behalf)

Resolution 2016-22 states that if we received small city fund repayments because someone moves or repays the money, that those funds will be used for other small city projects.

The Small Cities Development Program Policy will need to be approved stating the guidelines we will follow in administering the grant (this will be handled by Douglas County)

Certify that the Mayor can sign on behalf of the city that the City of Osakis has a drug free workplace policy.

After discussion of Resolution 2016-19, the consensus of the council is to receive more information before approval.

Motion by Kostrzewski, seconded by Olson, to table the approval of Resolutions 2016-19, 2016-20, 2016-21 and 2016-22 as described above.  All Ayes

Project #467:  2017 Street Project
A Public Hearing has been scheduled for July 26, 2016 at the Community Center at 7:00 p.m.
Council received a copy of the Notice of Hearing on Improvement and a copy of the Affidavit of Mailing Assessment Hearing Notice.

Project #197:  Water
Council received a copy of a letter from the MN Department of Health regarding the City of Osakis Lead & Copper testing.  

The report is good and states we do not exceed the recommended level of lead & copper.
Project #21:  Demographer

Council received a letter from the State Demographer.  The information includes the estimated population of Osakis.  The April 1, 2015 total population estimate is 1,757.

Project #42:  Clean Up Day

Council received a donation request from Sentence to Serve at their last meeting.

Haakinson informed the council that the Sentence to Serve have about 80 hours of service in the last 4 years.

Motion by Kostrzewski, seconded by Olson, to approve a $500 donation to the Todd-Wadena Community Corrections program.  All Ayes 
Project #69:  Information to the Council
The city joined the Coalition of Greater MN last year.  They would like to meet with the council to discuss issues and how they can help pass laws and lobby for the city.
Council would like to invite the Coalition of Greater MN to their budget meeting in August.  They will be first on the agenda.

Project #43:  Board of Review

Council received information regarding training for the local Board of Review.  The classes are held on-line and we must have at least one certified person on the council.

Kostrzewski said his is certified until 2017-2018.

Emerson stated that he will take the on-line training and become certified.
Project #134:  County Commissioner

Council received an update from Bev Bales regarding the county commissioner’s meetings.

Project #292:  Hazardous Building

At the June meeting, the council discussed the tax forfeited properties in Osakis.

The city attorney stated that with a case like tax forfeited property, you are not setting a precedence and you are not giving special privileges to one person or property.  The property has been lost to the state and has to be sold to be put on the tax rolls.  The council has the discretion to forgive/reduce/negotiate the assessments. 

Clerk Jacobson received a list from the county regarding the back taxes that have not been paid for each property and the remaining assessment due.  


407 1st Avenue East (Hendricks property)




Service



Total with Interest/Penalty

Principal


Delinquent bill

$1,368.38



$1,356.38



1st Ave E Assessment

$8,107.97



$5,818.00


309 3rd Avenue West (Leithe property)




Service



Total with Interest/Penalty

Principal


Delinquent bill

$1,767.57



$998.24



Oak/Pike St Assessment
$1,943.33



$1,548.61

Douglas County had put the properties up for a tax forfeited sale with a bid date of June 30th.  The county put the property for bid with the requirement the structure must be demolished.
Kostrzewski asked if the properties were sold on the first round of sales (end of June).  

At this time, the city did not hear of any sales.

Kostrzewski feels we could waive the interest and penalty fee.  Better to collect the principal payment than nothing at all.

Motion by Anderson, seconded by Kostrzewski, to approve to waive the interest and penalty fee for the properties at 407 1st Avenue East and 309 3rd Avenue West for the second round of sales.  All Ayes

Clerk Jacobson will inform the county.

Project #229:  Election Judges

Clerk Jacobson is asking for a raise for the election judges.  In 2014, the election judges were paid $11.00 per hour.  Jacobson is asking to raise to $12.00 per hour for the 2016 Election.

Council received an ad that will be published in the paper for candidacy filing.  The notice of candidacy filing will be open from August 2, 2016 thru August 16, 2016.

Council received a list of the election judges for the primary election to be held on August 9, 2016.
Motion by Kostrzewski, seconded by Emerson, to approve the election judge raise to $12.00 for the 2016 Election.  All Ayes

Resolution 2016-18 was presented by Kostrzewski, seconded by Emerson, to approve the 2016 primary election judges.  When put to a vote, the resolution passed unanimously.

Project #368:  Xcel Energy

The City of Osakis had a brown out on Saturday, June 25th.  Clerk Jacobson had talked to Mark Osendorf from Xcel Energy and he stated that a tree branch fell on 3 phases of line by the Catholic Church and was not heavy enough to break the lines so the branch laid there and continued to arc power from one line to the next.  Xcel responded and turned the power off for 9 minutes for replacement of the fuse and turned power on again.

Because this is an act of God, this incident has no reimbursement from Xcel Energy.  Each property that lost power and had damages can put in a claim to their own insurance company.

Dahlheimer was in attendance and stated that it seems like there are problems when Xcel does the restart.  The surge of electricity that goes through the lines when the power is turned back on to full power creates problems with items that are not shut off.

Dahlheimer would like to see Xcel Energy walk around and inform people before they do the restart.

Gulbranson suggested an email list or text message to business owners to inform them of issues.

Gulbranson will work on this when the department is updating their business owner key check list.

Project #419:  MN Pollution Control

Council received a letter that the city received from the MN Pollution Control Agency regarding our request for a meeting with them and John Hall.

Our attorney for this case, Robert Scott from Flaherty & Hood is evaluating the letter.

Council reviewed the letter and have come too far to not keep fighting this issue. 

Project #286:  Donations

Lil Ortendahl was not in attendance but asked Justin Dahlheimer to ask the council to consider a donation for the BackPack Attack.  
Kostrzewski questions if it is the city’s place to donate to the BackPack Attack.

Council should not be taking money out of the budget for this.

Meeting adjourned by Mayor Emerson 8:05 p.m.  All Ayes  
__________________________


____________________________________

Mayor – Keith E. Emerson     
  

Admin/Clerk/Treasurer – Angela A. Jacobson
________________________________

Minutes taken by Lynnette R. Swenstad
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