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Osakis City Council – Regular Meeting 
November 3, 2014 

7:00 PM 
 
 
Present:  Kyle Kostrzewski, Bruce Pederson, Jerry Olson, Randy Anderson 
Absent:  Kip Emerson 
Others Present:  Angela Jacobson, Chad Gulbranson, Kurt Haakinson, Craig Dropik, Jon Backes, 
Roberta Olson, Tom Klemenhagen, Jessica Peterson, Linda Machovec, Terry Hetland, Alan Larson, 
George Bender, Denise Waldvogel, Paul Hartmann 
 
Meeting called to order by Acting Mayor Bruce Pederson at 7:00 p.m.  
 
Pledge of Allegiance was spoken. 
 
Motion by Anderson, seconded by Olson, to approve the agenda as presented.  All Ayes  Abesnt: 
Emerson   
 
Motion by Kostrzewski, seconded by Anderson, to approve the general consent items, including the 
October city bills in the amount of $266,948.36, and October 6, 2014, October 8, 2014 and October 23, 
2014 meeting minutes.  All Ayes  Absent: Emerson  
 
Project #24:  Liquor Store 
 
Julie Blair was not in attendance.    
 
Council received the October Revenue and Expenditures report.  Total profit for the month was 
$5,283.06.   
 
The council is requesting Blair to show reports for off-sale/on-sale expense totals for 2014 and 2013. 
 
The council would like to see how much time is spent in on-sale and off-sale to determine wages for the 
employees.  The new system should show these items on a report.  We purchased the new system to 
have a better account of these items. 
 
Pederson and Blair met with the company that did the black topping on the liquor store parking lot.  
They will come to fix and patch the bad areas. 
 
Motion by Kostrzewski, seconded by Olson, to approve the Liquor Store as presented.  All Ayes  
Absent: Emerson 
 
Project #73:  First Responders 
 
Craig Dropik was in attendance.  Council received the October run report.  The First Responders had 15 
calls for the month.  
 
Project #74:  Fire Department 
 
Jon Backes was in attendance. 
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Backes informed the council that the new truck has been ordered.  Backes is requesting the city to pay 
$200,000.00 for the down payment to save 6% off the cost. 
 
Backes also informed the council that 18 air tanks will be out of their life time cycle in the next year.  
The cost to replace the air tanks is $450.00 each.  Twelve tanks would cost the department $5,400.00. 
 
Craig Dropik had applied for a Defibulator (AED) grant from the Shakopee Sue Community two years 
ago.  This grant has been approved.  A training reimbursement of $1,500.00 has also been submitted. 
 
Motion by Anderson, seconded by Olson, to approve to pay Custom Fire $200,000.00 for the new fire 
truck and to purchase 12 air tank bottles at a cost of $450.00 each.  All Ayes  Abstain: Kostrzewski  
Absent: Emerson 
 
Project #76:  Police 
 
Chad Gulbranson was in attendance.  Council received the October police report. 
 
Council received a resolution to pass to allow the following part-time officers to be enrolled in the 
Police and Fire PERA: 
 Shane Carlberg, Lucas Dahlseng, Tyler Thunstedt and Jon Wenzel 
 
Gulbranson informed the council that a gazebo had been vandalized. An article will be in the Osakis 
Review regarding the juvenile who had been caught and will be charged. 
 
Resolution 2014-37 was presented by Anderson, seconded by Kostrzewski, to approve the part-time 
officers listed above to be enrolled in the Police and Fire PERA.  When put to a vote, the resolution 
passed unanimously.  Absent: Emerson 
 
Project #205:  City Crew 
 
Kurt Haakinson was in attendance.  Council received the October public works report. 
 
Project #460:  Downtown Project 
 
Clerk Jacobson had contacted Jessica Peterson from Douglas County Public Health regarding the SHIP 
grants and programs.  The program helps cities with projects like our downtown project. 
 
Peterson will help facilitate the meetings and their SHIP money pays for the cost of hiring a design 
engineer that would come to the meetings and go through the process to help design the downtown area. 
 
Peterson was in attendance and explained the following to the council: 
 

• Information as to what a Complete Street Construction is. 
• Described the Statewide Health Improvement Program (West Central Wellness)  
• Described the goals of the Active Transportation portion of West Central Wellness (including 

Complete Streets) and the resources it can provide such as financing, planning, community 
organization, etc. 

• Described how Osakis can access these resources. 
 
Council would like to promote the physical activity in town.  $15,000.00 would be put toward the 
project which would include many aspects of the project – businesses, walking, biking, handicap access 



Page 3 of 6, November 3, 2014 
 

and more.  The Complete Street Policy will look at all transportations when doing the project.  This 
money helps to get all parties together to plan what project is best for Osakis. 
 
Peterson has worked with the City of Alexandria and will work with the City of Glenwood in the future. 
 
Project #197:  Water (Petition for Water) 
 
Denise Waldvogel was in attendance to request water service to the fertilizer plant building.  The 
building is located outside of city limits. 
 
The council received the following information: 
 

• A petition must be filled out to petition for a city water extension. 
• The past practice of the city has been to not extend city water or sewer services outside of city 

limits.  The property must be annexed into the city to receive city services. 
• The reason the city requires the property to be in city limits is so the city can receive the tax base 

for the property. 
• The request is for a water line from the property that is in city limits to be run to the fertilizer 

plant building.  A 300 ft water line would be required. 
 
This is a unique situation as they already had one of the properties annexed into city limits.  The 
fertilizer plant property was not, but they have agreed to annex the property if additional services are 
needed to be run to the properties that are to the south of theirs. 
 
Motion by Kostrzewski, seconded by Anderson, to approve to allow a temporary water service line to be 
run to the fertilizer plant.  All Ayes  Absent: Emerson  
 
Project #249:  Planning & Zoning 
 
Council received the Planning & Zoning meeting minutes from October 16, 2014. 
 

• Staff Report from John Anderson from Municipal Development Group for 11 1st Avenue West.   
Resolution 2014-32 to approve a front and rear yard variance for Randy and Amy Anderson for 
11 1st Avenue West. 

• Staff Report from John Anderson for Hartmann’s Addition Preliminary Plat and PRDO. 
Resolution 2014-33 to approve the Planned Residential Development Overlay (PRDO) with 
conditions. 
Resolution 2014-34 to approve the Preliminary Plat for Hartmann’s Addition with conditions. 

 
Linda Machovec was in attendance and asked the council about vacating the property at the end of 1st 
Avenue West.   
 
Tom Klemenhagen stated that the city might want to keep an easement for the property if it is ever 
required that the King Street Pond needs to be discharged directly into Lake Osakis. 
 
Resolution 2014-32 was presented by Kostrzewski, seconded by Olson, to approve the variance request 
from Randy and Amy Anderson.  When put to a vote, the resolution passed unanimously.  Abstain: 
Anderson  Absent: Emerson 
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Resolution 2014-33 was presented by Kostrzewski, seconded by Anderson, to approve the PRDO 
request from Paul Hartmann for Hartmann’s Addition with conditions listed.  When put to a vote, the 
resolution passed unanimously.  Absent: Emerson 
 
Resolution 2014-34 was presented by Anderson, seconded by Kostrzewski, to approve the Preliminary 
Plat request from Paul Hartmann for Hartmann’s Addition with conditions listed. When put to a vote, 
the resolution passed unanimously.  Absent: Emerson 
 
Motion by Kostrzewski, seconded by Olson, to approve the October 16, 2014 Planning & Zoning 
meeting minutes and to include approval of the Stoltman variance 2014-40.  All Ayes  Abstain: 
Anderson  Absent: Emerson 
 
Project #283:  Snow Removal 
 
At the October council meeting, the council discussed the snow removal ordinance and enforcement. 
 
Haakinson contacted Dave Robley from Douglas County to see if they would pay for snow removal 
from the sidewalks.  The county will not pay for removal of snow from the sidewalks.  They will pay for 
the cost of what we would do if they were to plow the streets instead of the city. 
 
Haakinson received a quote for a bobcat with a blower attachment. 
 
Alan Larson was in attendance to discuss this issue with the council.   
 
Also in attendance regarding this issue were Terry Hetland and George Bender. 
 
Larson stated that the city does not require sidewalks in other parts of town to be cleaned and it is an 
unfair burden to those that own property along County Rd 82 and County Rd 3 there is no boulevard so 
all snow is put onto the sidewalk.  In the downtown area, the snow is windrowed and hauled away.   
 
Larson asked if it can be windrowed 3 ft from the curb and then hauled away on County Rd 3 and 
County Rd 82. 
 
Haakinson stated that the snow cannot be windrowed by the curb because it is not hauled out and would 
cause sight and drainage problems.   
 
All sidewalks should be cleaned.  The 24 hr time period could be reviewed and possibly changed to 
allow more time. 
 
Council will take these items into consideration and discuss what can help with this issue.  This issue 
will be discussed at the December meeting. 
 
Project #454:  2014 Project 
 
Council discussed setting up a public hearing date for the final assessment hearing.  Letters will be sent 
to each property owner with their final assessment amount and invite them to the meeting. 
 
Council received the final pay application from Voss for $12,197.08 and a bill from Landteam for 
$3,758.89. 
 
Motion by Kostrzewski, seconded by Olson, to approve the final payment from Voss for $12,197.08 and 
Landteam’s bill in the amount of $3,758.89.  All Ayes  Absent: Emerson 
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Resolution 2014-36 was presented by Kostrzewski, seconded by Olson, to approve the calling for the 
final assessment hearing to be held on November 25, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. at city hall.  When put to a vote, 
the resolution passed unanimously.  Absent: Emerson 
 
Project #455:  Demolition Project (Old Water Plant) 
 
Council received change order #3 to increase the contract by $2,482.50 and extend the completion 
deadline to November 15, 2014.  The total cost of the project was $81,619.20. 
 
Resolution #2014-38 was presented by Kostrzewski, seconded by Anderson, to approve change order 
#3, increasing the cost of the project by $2,482.50 and extending the completion date to November 15, 
2014.  When put to a vote, the resolution passed unanimously.  Absent: Emerson 
 
Motion by Kostrzewski, seconded by Olson, to approve Landteam’s bill in the amount of $423.00.  All 
Ayes  Absent: Emerson 
 
Project #444:  Waste Water Project 
 
Council had a special meeting to discuss how the city should proceed with our revised limit from the 
MPCA. 
 
Council received the letter that was emailed to Holly Christensen on October 27, 2014. 
 
Project #18:  Lake Street Bridge 
 
Haakinson updated the council on the progress of the bridge project. 
 
Haakinson said the barricades will be removed after the handrails for the bridge are installed. 
 
Project #56:  Insurance 
 
Council received a letter from Joe Engebrand from the League of MN Cities.  Engebrand recommended 
that hazard and anti-slip tape be purchased and installed at the firehall.  Clerk Jacobson will write a 
followup letter. 
 
Project #69:  Information to the Council 
 
Council received a copy of an article that Clerk Jacobson had received from Jan Moore.  Moore asked to 
pass on this information regarding community meetings to the council. 
 
Project #104: Mayor Appointments 
 
Council received the 2014 Mayor Appointments with a few changes to be made.  Council will review 
the Mayor Appointments at their December meeting. 
 
Project #143:  Cable TV 
 
Council received a letter from Charter Communications regarding their merger with Comcast.  They are 
asking for the council to pass a resolution to approve the franchise agreement to include this merger. 
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Resolution #2014-42 was present by Kostrzewski, seconded by Anderson, to approve the transfer of 
Control from Charter Communications to Comcast.  When put to a vote, the resolution passed 
unanimously.  Absent: Emerson 
 
Project #196:  Fee Schedule 
 
Council received the 2014 Fee Schedule.  The council was asked if they want to make any changes for 
2015.   
 
The council will review the Fee Schedule in December and final fees will be adopted at the January 
meeting. 
 
Project #229:  Election Judges 
 
Elections will be held on November 4, 2014.   
 
Clerk Jacobson has two election judges that cannot work.  Council will need to approve Susan Rutten 
and Lois Ketelle to be an election judge for the City of Osakis on November 4, 2014. 
 
Motion by Anderson, seconded by Olson, to approve Susan Rutten and Lois Ketelle to be elections 
judges for the City of Osakis on November 4, 2014.  All Ayes  Absent: Emerson 
 
Project #243:  Canvass Votes 
 
The meeting to canvass votes has been set for Monday, November 10, 2014 at 3:30 p.m. 
 
Project #263:  Police Union 
 
Council received the final contract for the 2015-2016 Police Union contract. 
 
The council must approve the Mayor to sign the final contract. 
 
Motion by Kostrzewski, seconded by Olson, to approve the 2015-2016 Police Union contract and to 
allow the Mayor to sign the final contract.  All Ayes  Absent: Emerson 
 
 
 
Motion by Anderson, seconded by Olson, to adjourn the meeting at 8:45 p.m.  All Ayes  Absent: 
Emerson 
 
 
 
__________________________    ________________________________ 
Mayor – Keith E. Emerson            City Clerk – Angela A. Jacobson 


