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Osakis City Council – Regular Meeting 

August 4, 2014 
7:00 PM 

 
Present:  Randy Anderson, Kyle Kostrzewski, Kip Emerson, Bruce Pederson, Jerry Olson 
Absent:  None 
Others Present:  Angela Jacobson, Kurt Haakinson, Chad Gulbranson, Craig Dropik, Julie Blair, Jon 
Backes, Roberta Olson, Larry Dillehay, Brenda Dillehay, Paul Hartmann, Jeff Kalpin 
 
Meeting called to order by Mayor Kip Emerson at 7:00 p.m.  
 
Emerson spoke and thanked the Osakis Police Department and Osakis First Responders for responding 
to his call and stated he wouldn’t be here today of they hadn’t responded.  Mayor Emerson turned the 
meeting over to Acting Mayor Bruce Pederson. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance was spoken. 
 
Pederson stated that we all are very glad to see him present at the meeting. 
 
Motion by Kostrzewski, seconded by Olson, to approve the agenda as presented.  All Ayes   
 
Motion by Anderson, seconded by Emerson, to approve the general consent items, including the July 
city bills in the amount of $286,005.34, and the July 7, 2014 meeting minutes.  All Ayes   
 
Project #24:  Liquor Store 
 
Julie Blair was attendance.   
 
Council received the July Revenue and Expenditures report.  Total for the month was $15,974.87. 
 
Blair informed the council that the current part-time employee has resigned.  Blair will advertise to hire 
a new part-time employee sometime this month. 
 
Council asked about the parking lot and if there was any hail damage to the Liquor Store Building.  Blair 
will look into it. 
 
Project #73:  First Responders 
 
Craig Dropik was in attendance.  Council received the July run report.  There were 22 calls for the 
month.   
 
Project #74:  Fire Department 
 
Jon Backes was in attendance.  Council received the July report.  
 
Backes informed the council that he will have public bids for the new truck for the September meeting. 
 
Project #76:  Police 
 
Chad Gulbranson was in attendance.  Council received the July police report. 
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Gulbranson informed the council that he is looking at a new squad for 2015. 
 
Project #154:  Employee Hiring 
 
At the July meeting, the council was in favor of hiring a seasonal/full-time employee.  Application 
deadline was July 18, 2014.  The city received thirteen applications. 
 
Interviews were held on August 1, 2014 for six applicants.  Haakinson recommended hiring Greg 
Gottwald for the position at $16.50 per hour. 
 
Motion by Emerson, seconded by Kostrzewski, to approve to hire Greg Gottwald for the part-
time/seasonal position at $16.50 per hour providing Gottwald passes a background and drug test.  All 
Ayes 
 
Project #444:  Waste Water Project 
 
Council received an email from Dennis Wasley from the State of MN.  The information updates the city 
on the total phosphorus limit for our waste water ponds. 
 
The limits should not change and the city will receive an updated permit. 
 
Project #455:  Demolition Project (Old Water Plant) 
 
Council received a Resolution for Change Order #1 to extend the deadline for the demo of the old water 
plant from August 1, 2014 to August 29, 2014.  The extension is due to weather delays for the other 
projects Mark Lee Excavating is working on. 
 
Resolution #2014-25 was presented by Kostrzewski, seconded by Anderson, to approve the extension of 
the water plant demolition from August 1, 2014 to August 29, 2014.  When put to a vote, the resolution 
passed unanimously. 
 
Project #205:  City Crew 
 
Kurt Haakinson was in attendance.  Council received the July public works report. 
 
Haakinson informed the council that Xcel Energy will conduct a power outage on August 13, 2014.  The 
power outage could be up to four to five hours depending on the area. 
 
Haakinson has taken over the Helberg building.  He is in the process of painting and some new wiring 
inside the building. 
 
Project #454:  2014 Improvements 
 
Haakinson updated the council regarding the progress of the 2014 Improvements. 
 
Motion by Anderson, seconded by Olson, to approve Landteams bill in the amount of $1,076.00 for the 
2014 Improvement Project.  All Ayes 
 
Project #461:  Moonshine Madness 
 
Kostrzewski has submitted a Special Event application for the events being held downtown during 
Moonshine Madness on September 20, 2014. 
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• The 5K Run Route has been given to Chief Gulbranson to review for traffic control. 
• Barricades will be needed to block Main Street from 1st Avenue East to 1st Avenue West and 

from Central Avenue to County Road 82 to Lake Street.  These streets are also county roads, so 
Kostrzewski will need to contact the county about blocking the streets. 

• Jeff Kalpin from O’Town Tavern was in attendance to request the city council to declare the 
event a city festival.  If the event is declared a city festival, O’Town Tavern is allowed to serve 
liquor on the street in a designated area for the event.  Kalpin’s insurance would allow him to 
serve liquor from 12:00 noon to 12:00 midnight on September 20, 2014.  O’Town Tavern will 
use wristbands to control the drinking age. 

• Crowd security will be taken care of by the Osakis Police Department for the event.  Any 
changes will be communicated to Chief Gulbranson. 

 
Motion by Anderson, seconded by Olson, to approve to block Main Street from 1st Avenue East to 1st 
Avenue West on September 20, 2014.  All Ayes 
 
Resolution #2014-26 was presented by Anderson, seconded by Emerson, to declare Moonshine Madness 
a Community Festival on September 20, 2014.  When put to a vote, the resolution passed unanimously.   
 
Project #316:  Hartmann’s Property 
 
Paul Hartmann was in attendance.  Hartmann discussed with the council about his proposed 
development. 
 

• The proposed project includes ten homes in a Planned Unit Development.   
• Each site would be about 34’ x 80’. 
• Each site will have its own water and sewer hookup.  Hartmann would like the city to forgive the 

hookup fees.  Hartmann said the $30,000.00 for his ten unit project is too much to make the 
project succeed. 

• Council will review for the September meeting. 
 
As of this time, Hartmann has not paid for the fees incurred for his last proposed project.  The amount 
owed is $2,459.13. 
 
Project #60:  Ordinance Change 
 
At the July meeting, the council discussed changing the ordinance to allow two members to be 
appointed from the council to the Planning & Zoning Commission. 
 
Council received Ordinance Change #96 to allow two members to be appointed from the council.  The 
change also includes the pay change for the Planning & Zoning members from $25.00 to $50.00 which 
has been approved. 
 
Acting Mayor Pederson read the revised ordinance as presented. 
 
Larry Dillehay was in attendance and requested the council to read the second reading at the September 
meeting instead of waiving the second reading.  Dillehay stated there was no urgency to adopt the 
change at this meeting. 
 
Council agreed to the public comment.  The seconded reading of the Ordinance Change #96 will be read 
on September 2, 2014. 
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Information to the Council 
 
The next council meeting falls on September 1, 2014 which is Labor Day.   
 
The council agrees to hold the meeting on Tuesday, September 2, 2014. 
 
Project #84:  Budget 
 
Council received a draft budget for 2015.  This budget shows revenue and expenditures from each 
department as requested for 2015.  No adjustments have been made to the budget.  Clerk Jacobson will 
continue to work on the budget. 
 
Council has set the budget meeting for Tuesday, August 19, 2014 at 3:00 p.m. 
 
Clerk Jacobson will continue to work on the budget and a revised and updated budget will be sent out to 
the council for review.   
 
Project #146:  Lodging Tax 
 
Council received an email from Ben Head from the city attorney’s office regarding the lodging tax 
ordinance.  Clerk Jacobson has informed Head that the city wishes to strengthen the ordinance and want 
to see the draft for the changes made to the ordinance for the next council meeting.   
 
Project #299:  Bonds 
 
Council received an email from David Drowns updating the city on the status of the bond refinance the 
council had approved in May. 
 

• No sale has been made.  Drowns is waiting for the savings to increase. 
• David Drowns Associates is now a member of NJPA Group.  The city will receive a 50% 

savings on the financing fees. 
 
Project #249:  Planning & Zoning 
 
Larry Dillehay was present and asked the council what the city is going to do regarding his garage 
violation.  August 20, 2014 was the deadline for Dillehay to rectify the violation.  Dillehay wants to 
know what option the city is going to take.   
 
Clerk Jacobson will submit the letter Dillehay received on June 20, 2014 to the council for review at the 
next meeting. 
 
 
Motion by Anderson, seconded by Olson, to adjourn the meeting at 8:00 p.m.  All Ayes  
 
 
 
__________________________    ________________________________ 
Mayor – Keith E. Emerson            City Clerk – Angela A. Jacobson 


