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Osakis City Council – Regular Meeting 

April 7, 2014 
7:00 PM 

 
Present:  Randy Anderson, Bruce Pederson, Kyle Kostrzewski, Kip Emerson, Jerry Olson 
Absent:  None 
Others Present:  Angela Jacobson, Kurt Haakinson, Chad Gulbranson, Sam Larson, Roberta Olson, Tom 
Klemenhagen, Jim Snyder, Brad Forsell, Lou Gramsey, Denise Waldvogel, Gary Barber, Genny Lebrun, 
Lil Ortendahl, Darrin Hensley, Becky Hensley, George Bender, Carol Michalchick, Pete Jennings, Paul 
Hartmann, Elylse Wiener, Sabrina Hennikamp, Breanna Nienaber, Brooke Waldorf 
 
Meeting called to order by Mayor Kip Emerson at 7:00 p.m.  
 
Pledge of Allegiance was spoken. 
 
Motion by Kostrzewski, seconded by Olson, to approve the agenda as presented with the addition of the 
Demo Project.  All Ayes    
 
Motion by Pederson, seconded by Kostrzewski, to approve the general consent items, including the 
March city bills in the amount of $143,104.72, March 3, 2014 meeting minutes and special meeting 
minutes from March 7, 2014.  All Ayes   
 
Project #24:  Liquor Store 
 
Julie Blair was not in attendance.  The sales report was not available for the meeting.  March sales were 
reported at $15,000. 
 
The Osakis Liquor Store Street Dance is scheduled for June 21, 2014.  Before booking a band for the 
street dance, Clerk Jacobson checked the Chamber website to see what the dates were for the festival.  
The website showed that the festival was scheduled for June 19, 2014 thru June 22, 2014.  Blair has 
booked the band for June 21, 2014.  Recently, Clerk Jacobson has found out that the festival weekend 
will be held June 26, 2014 thru June 29, 2014.  Council has agreed to hold the street dance on June 21, 
2014. 
 
The council was informed that the new Restaurant Management System was put into place on Monday, 
February 24, 2014.  Inventory of the entire liquor store was completed to have the numbers accurate to 
start the new system.  
 
Kostrzewski would like Blair to look into the odor that was in the on-sale side of the liquor store 
recently.  The odor should be taken care of so it does not discourage people from coming in. 
 
Project #73:  First Responders 
 
Craig Dropik was not in attendance.  Council received the March run report. 
 
Project #74:  Fire Department 
 
Jon Backes was not in attendance.    
 
Kostrzewski informed the council that the department had one call in March which was a car fire. 
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Project #76:  Police 
 
Chad Gulbranson was in attendance.  Council received the March police report. 
 
Gulbranson informed the council that the Bike Safety Rodeo will be held Sunday, May 18, 2014 at 1:00 
p.m. 
 
Gulbranson presented a list that will be sent to all property owners which will be required to cleanup 
buildings, yards and nuisance vehicles. 
 
Larry Dillehay will be asked to come to the next council meeting to discuss and abate the issue with the 
structure that is in violation on his property at 102 Nokomis Street East. 
  
Project #205:  City Crew 
 
Kurt Haakinson was in attendance.  Council received the public works report. 
 
Haakinson discussed the following: 

• Purchasing the property from Brian Helberg.  Haakinson would like to see a purchase agreement 
for the property.  The property is adjacent to the existing city garage.  The city will look into a 
purchase agreement, contingency of appraisal and environmental assessment. 

• County state aid for highways and roads.  The feasibility study will be updated in May for the 
RFP downtown projects.  Haakinson would like the council to setup interviews for engineers for 
the project. 

• Haakinson would like to discuss replacing the lawn mower and pickup truck #6.  Haakinson will 
get information and costs for the council to review at the May meeting. 

 
Motion by Emerson, seconded by Kostrzewski, to approve a commitment to purchase the property at 
201 Nokomis Street West contingent on the results of the appraisal.  All Ayes 
 
Project #454:  2014 Projects 
 
Tom Klemenhagen was in attendance to discuss with the council the Plans and Specifications and to ask 
for advertisement for bids to be opened on May 1, 2014 at 10:00 a.m. for the Pike Street East & Osakis 
Creamery project. 
 
Olson asked about trees.  Klemenhagen stated about 46 spruce trees that are 4’ high will be placed 
where trees are removed. 
 
Council received a bill from Landteam in the amount of $5,152.00 
 
Council received the resolution to call for bids. 
 
Council will also discuss putting the Downtown Project on the Project Priority List with PFA.  When the 
city is put on this list, we can then apply for grant funding for the project. 
 
Motion by Emerson, seconded by Kostrzewski, to approve Landteam’s bill in the amount of $5,152.00.  
All Ayes 
 
Resolution 2014-17 was presented by Anderson, seconded by Pederson, to approve the resolution 
approving the plans and specs for Pike Street East and the Osakis Creamery extension and call for bids.  
When put to a vote, the resolution passed unanimously. 
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Resolution 2014-18 was presented by Kostrzewski, seconded by Anderson, to approve to put the 2015 
Downtown Project on the Project Priority List.  When put to a vote, the resolution passed unanimously. 
 
Project #455:  Demolition Project  
 
Council was informed that pre-construction is set for April 23, 2014. 
 
Project #446:  Boat Landing (Pete Jennings) 
 
Pete Jennings was in attendance.   
 
Council received a letter from Emily Siira from the DNR.  A letter was also received from Pete Jennings 
regarding the proposed marina system. 
 
The marina could only be on city property and have only 20 slips.  The marina cannot go over the lot 
line of the property.  Trees would need to be removed but the stumps cannot be removed in the 
shoreline. 
 
Jennings asked if the city would want to fill out the permit or move the marina to the city beach to have 
more room. 
 
This discussion was tabled until the May meeting.  Council will think about the direction as to what they 
want to do and where to go with this project. 
 
Project #457:  5K Race 
 
Council received information regarding a proposed Color Dash 5K race which the Osakis Wrestling 
Club would be hosting if approved. 
 
Genny LeBrun was in attendance to explain the Color Dash Race to the council. 
 
The route for the race had been reviewed and approved by Gulbranson. 
 
Motion by Anderson, seconded by Olson, to approve the Color Dash 5K race to be held May 24, 2014 
from 8:00 a.m. to noon.  All Ayes 
 
Project #316:  Hartmann’s Property 
 
Paul Hartmann was in attendance. 
 
Council received a letter received from Hartmann. 
 
Hartmann stated he talked to Dan Marthaler and was informed that sprinklers are required to be installed 
in all twin homes.  Hartmann feels the project is going to cost too much to do.  This fall, Hartmann 
stated he will combine the parcels and homestead it. 
 
Hartmann also mentioned that the Osakis Properties lots are not doing the city any good empty.  With 
the cost of the lots, connection fees and assessments, Hartmann feels the city would be better off selling 
them cheaper to get a tax base in town. 
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Project #283/60:  Snow Removal/Ordinance Change 
 
At the last council meeting, the snow removal ordinance was discussed and it was decided that 
clarification of the ordinance wordage was needed. 
 
The city attorney has reviewed the ordinance and has made a few changes.  Council received the 
ordinance changes to review. 
 
Mayor Emerson read the ordinance as presented. 
 
Carol Mihalchick asked if the council would open the meeting for public comment on the ordinance. 
 
Clerk Jacobson explained the requirement to adopt an ordinance. 
 
Council will get public comment this month and do the second reading at the May meeting. 
 
Project #146:  Lodging Tax 
 
At the March meeting, the council discussed Lodging Tax. 
 
George Bender was in attendance.  At the March meeting, Bender requested the council to ask for 
money to help staff the Visitor’s Center and keep it open. 
 
The person that would be hired could do mailings and brochures for the Resort Association. 
 
Clerk Jacobson had contacted Lou Gramsey from Holiday Resort and they will be holding a meeting 
Monday evening at 5:00 to discuss their situation and how to proceed.  A representative will be present 
from the resort association to discuss.   
 
Clerk Jacobson discussed this issue with our city attorney and the council would have four options to 
proceed: 

1. Pass a resolution to eliminate the Lodging Tax ordinance. 
2. Enter an agreement with the MN Department of Revenue to collect the taxes that were to be paid 

with penalty and interest. 
3. Enter a lawsuit to impose the collection of the lodging tax, penalty and interest. 
4. Issue them a ticket for a misdemeanor to appear in court and pay a fine for not paying the 

lodging tax. 
 
Lou Gramsey and Brad Forsell were in attendance.  Gramsey and Forsell will meet with Bender to show 
where the lodging tax money is being sent. 
 
Clerk Jacobson will pursue collection of the past due lodging taxes and look at funds for staffing for the 
Visitor’s Center. 
 
Carol Mihalchick mentioned the collection of the lodging tax and why it is not paid. 
 
The Lake Osakis Resort Association is looking at spending some money for staffing at the Visitor’s 
Center. 
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Project #456:  Land Purchase 
 
Jim Snyder was in attendance to discuss the purchase of land. 
 
Snyder stated that it was his idea to purchase the Whipp land and selling the city beach.  Snyder’s idea 
of public entertainment was an idea for city property and it was not meant to help the marina system. 
 
Snyder explained that all the ideas that have been presented are for people to be attracted to Osakis to 
retire here. 
 
Snyder urges the council to decide on the Whipp’s property soon or someone will buy it. 
 
Project #309:  City Hall 
 
The council has been discussing public bathrooms in the downtown area.  It has been discussed that a 
wall be installed in the Visitor’s Center building for use of the bathroom there. 
 
With the upcoming demolition of the water plant and need for a downtown bathroom, the city staff has 
been discussing moving city hall to the Visitor’s Center building.  There have been many options as to 
what can be accommodated at this location.  If this building would be the location of the city offices, a 
public restroom would be open during city hall hours. 
 
The Heritage Center has some of their items displayed at the center, but there is not enough area to 
display it all.  Clerk Jacobson is proposing a swap of buildings so the Heritage Center could have more 
area for them to display their items at the existing city hall building.   
 
If the council is open to the idea of moving, Clerk Jacobson suggests we set up a time for the council to 
meet with city staff and to look at the building and discuss options. 
 
Clerk Jacobson will check into the costs that will be necessary for the move.  Costs will be separate to 
see it will be feasible to move the police department with city offices. 
 
Kostrzewski will talk to Sharon Fredrickson regarding the Heritage Center. 
 
Clerk Jacobson and Deputy Clerk Swenstad would like to request summer hours.  In the past, the 
council has approved the summer hours to be from 7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. from Memorial Day to Labor 
Day. 
 
Project #25: Dogs 
 
The city will be holding a vaccination clinic for dogs and cats on Wednesday, April 30, 2014 from 6:00 
p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at the city hall garage. 
 
An ad will be put in the paper regarding the date, time and costs of the vaccinations.  Letters will also be 
sent to all dog owners in the city reminding them of their dog license due day which is May 1st and of 
the vaccination clinic.  
 
The vaccination clinic is open to anyone with dogs and cats.  You do not need to live in city limits to 
come to the clinic.   
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Project #42:  Clean Up Day 
 
Clerk Jacobson has contacted West Central Sanitation.  The date of May 17, 2014 has been set for the 
city wide clean up day and yard clean up. 
 
The council has been asked if they want to keep the same times as last year from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
 
The amount of people coming to the clean up day has decreased in the past few years, possibly due to 
the costs or the properties are already cleaned up.  The council has been asked if they feel the costs 
should be lowered or keep them the same as in the past. 
 
Council is ok with the same costs and times as last year.  All money raised has gone to the fireworks 
fund. 
 
Project #60:  Ordinance Change 
 
At the March meeting, it was discussed to add a wine license to our ordinance language. 
 
The council requested Clerk Jacobson to check with other cities and the state regarding a wine license 
and also a seasonal liquor license. 
 
Clerk Jacobson had checked with Al Erickson, State Alcohol and Gambling Division, regarding this 
issue.  Erickson informed Jacobson that a seasonal license of any kind in not allowed by state law. 
 
A wine license can be issued for a full year.  The license fee for the wine license cannot be more than 
half of the liquor license fee and they must be a restaurant to receive a wine license. 
 
Council received wine ordinances from Sauk Centre and Alexandria.  
 
Clerk Jacobson would recommend that we look into the language for a wine license and have our city 
attorney approve the language for a wine license and the council review at the May meeting. 
 
Clerk Jacobson will check on bottled wine for purchasing. 
 
The city attorney will be contacted to review a wine ordinance addition. 
 
Project #109/110:  Liquor License/Gambling License 
 
The Immaculate Conception Church is requesting a Liquor License and Gambling License for July 13, 
2014. 
 
A Resolution was presented by Kostrzewski, seconded by Olson, to approve the Immaculate Conception 
to have a Liquor License and Gambling License for July 13, 2014.  When put to a vote, the resolution 
passed unanimously.  
 
Project #195:  Safety Program 
 
 The first meeting of the Safety Committee Program was held on March 26, 2014.  We established our 
Health and Safety Committee By-Laws and Kurt Haakinson was elected the committee chair.  Meetings 
will be held every other month. 
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Council received the Health and Safety Committee By-Laws and the March 26, 2014 meeting minutes. 
 
The meeting minutes will be put on the council agenda as a consent item to approve unless there is an 
issue that would need to be discussed with the council. 
 
Motion by Kostrzewski, seconded by Anderson, to approve the by-laws and meeting minutes from 
March 26, 2014 for the Health and Safety Committee. 
 
Project #196:  Fee Schedule 
 
The Lakes Area Humane Society is requesting the city update our fees for dog impounds. 
 
The fee schedule is approve annually in January, but Clerk Jacobson would like to propose that we 
change our impound fee from $15.00 for each dog to $35.00 for the first offense and $50.00 for the 
second offense.  Chief Gulbranson is in agreement with this change. 
Motion by Anderson, seconded by Olson, to approve the fee schedule change of $35.00 for the first 
offense and $50.00 for the second offense.  All Ayes 
 
Project #213:  City Beach/Lifeguard 
 
The council has been asked if they want to advertise for lifeguards at the city beach or open the beach 
with no lifeguards. 
 
Motion by Anderson, seconded by Kostrzewski, to approve to open the city beach to swim at your own 
risk and no lifeguards.  All Ayes  
 
Project #233:  Sauk River Watershed District 
 
Council received a letter from the city attorney from last month’s meeting. 
 
The council will look at the cost to pay for the assessment at budget time. 
 
Project #286:  Donations 
 
Lil Ortendahl is asking for a donation of $200.00 for the Easter Day.  City donated $200.00 last year. 
 
Motion by Olson, seconded by Emerson, to approve a donation of $200.00 for Easter Day.  All Ayes 
 
Project #297:  Summer Recreation 
 
The 2014 Summer Recreation meeting was held on March 24, 2014.  Emerson reported that no changes 
had been made and the costs will be the same as in the past. 
 
Project #310:  Black’s Resort Blocking Lake Street 
 
Black’s Resort will be putting docks in at the end of April if the weather permits or the first weekend of 
May.  They would like the council to approve to block Lake Street. 
 
Motion by Kostrzewski, seconded by Olson, to approve to block Lake Street on the last weekend of 
April or the first weekend of May.  All Ayes 
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Project #413:  Wireless Tower 
 
Verizon Wireless has contacted the city regarding installation of a cell tower on top of the water tower.   
 
Council received a proposed site map for construction of an 11’ x 29’ structure to hold their equipment 
and easement. 
 
Council received a draft tower lease agreement for the council to review. 
 
Council received the comments from Planning & Zoning from their last meeting. 
 
Motion by Kostrzewski, seconded by Olson, to deny the lease of a 11’ x 29’ building and cell tower on 
the city water tower because there is no room for the building on the property.  All Ayes  
 
Project #434:  Semi Trucks 
 
Julie Boston is requesting the council to consider closing 1st Avenue East by the school from semi truck 
traffic.  Haakinson is checking with the county to see what would need to be done if the council wants to 
close 1st Avenue East from semi truck traffic. 
 
Haakinson will talk to Boston about her concerns and find out information on truck traffic and why she 
wants the road closed signage from the county. 
 
Project #458:  Facebook 
 
The city staff have discussed creating a City of Osakis facebook page.  The page would be created to 
give the residents of Osakis information regarding city business.   
 
It would include items as follows: 

• Events 
• Reminders 
• Cleanup Day 
• Dog License 
• Road Condition 
• Construction Progress 
• Meetings 
• Crime Watch 
• Water Shut Off 

 
Council is ok with a facebook page for information only.  The page would not be intended for 
comments. 
 
Other Information to the Council: 
 
Special EDA meeting to be held on Thursday, April 10, 2014. 
 
Lil Ortendahl was in attendance.  Ortendahl discussed with the council the issue of dog waste in the 
downtown area.  People are walking their dogs and not picking up after them.  Ortendahl feels a dog 
waste receptacle should be put up. 
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OEDC is requesting a gambling permit for O’Town Tavern. 
 
A Resolution was presented by Emerson, seconded by Olson, to approve a gambling permit for OEDC 
to have pull-tabs at O’Town Tavern.  When put to a vote, the resolution passed unanimously.  
 
Jim Snyder mentioned that when the first Western Grebe comes back to Osakis, they will do a 
documentary on it. 
 
Motion by Anderson, seconded by Olson, to adjourn the meeting at 9:40 p.m.  All Ayes  
 
 
 
__________________________    ________________________________ 
Mayor – Keith E. Emerson            City Clerk – Angela A. Jacobson 


