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Osakis City Council 

Regular Meeting 
April 1, 2013 

7:00 PM 
 
Present:  Bruce Pederson, Keith Emerson, Kyle Kostrzewski, Randy Anderson, Jerry Olson 
Absent:  None 
 
Others Present:  Angela Jacobson, Kurt Haakinson, Julie Blair, Craig Dropik, Chad Mathews, Chad 
Gulbranson, Jim Snyder, Amy Chaffins, Lil Ortendahl 
 
Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Emerson.  
 
Pledge of Allegiance was spoken. 
 
Motion by Anderson, seconded by Pederson, to approve the agenda as presented with the additions of 
the Heritage Center, Semi Traffic, Lil Ortendal Letter and On-Sale Liquor License.  All Ayes  
 
Motion by Pederson, seconded by Kostrzewski, to approve the general consent items, including March 
city bills in the amount of $182,018.40, and March 4, 2013 meeting minutes.  All Ayes 
 
Project #24:  Liquor Store 
 
Julie Blair was in attendance.   
 
The council received the monthly reports for March 2013. 

• Off Sale total is -$8,953.92 
• On Sale total is $14,446.13 
• Profit for March is $5,492.21 

 
Blair informed the council that 106 drink tickets were giving out to the Alumni Basketball Tournament.  
Blair feels that because of the drink tickets, the bar was very busy and sales doubled from the same 
weekend last year. 
 
Blair also informed the council that Stan Schultz has started remodeling the floor.  The bar will be 
moved during the remodeling.  Blair would like to add a horseshoe to the east end of the bar.  Blair said 
it will not add that much to the cost.  Council is ok with adding on to the bar. 
 
Blair is adding some events to the April Schedule.  She will be adding Bargo which is like Bingo.  Blair 
pointed out that Bargo is free and if you are a winner, you could receive a free drink ticket or pizza.  
This will be held every Saturday in April.  Blair will also hold a customer appreciation day where drinks 
will be discounted. 
 
Blair would also like to add a POS System at the Liquor Store.  The total cost would be $10,000.00.  
Information will be presented at the May meeting. 
  
Project #73:  First Responders 
 
Craig Dropik was in attendance.  Council received the March run report.   
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Dropik informed the council of the following: 
• Last week was the 1st round of the Hepatitis B shots. 
• 3 members of the First Responders are receiving the shots. 
• The First Responders would like to have the burger stand at the street dance again. 
• The First Responders have been asked by Julie Blair to help with the tables. 

 
Project #74:  Fire Department 
 
Council received a letter from PERA requesting survivor benefit changes to the Statewide Volunteer 
Firefighter Plan. 
 
A Resolution was presented by Anderson, 2nd by Emerson, to approve Resolution for the Statewide 
Volunteer Firefighter Plan.  When put to a vote, the Resolution passed unanimously.  
 
Chad Mathews was in attendance. 
 
Mathews informed the council of the following: 

• 7 calls for March – 3 accident calls on I-94, 2 vehicle fires, 1 house fire in Osakis, mutual aid 
call to a house fire in Alex. 

• Total of 13 calls for the year. 
 
Mathews also informed the council that Vic Perushek will be retiring from the department at the end of 
April. 
 
Project #76:  Police 
 
Chief Gulbranson was in attendance.  Council received the March police report.   
 
The Police Department had an increase in call volume for March.  There were 8 calls after hours. All 
were not emergency calls. 
 
Gulbranson discussed with the council the ordinance for vehicle impound.  Gulbranson would like to 
add a fee of $25.00 per day with a cap of $250.00 to the fee schedule. 
 
Mayor Emerson read ordinance change #89 for ordinance #76 referencing Vehicle Impoundment 
Regulations.  
 
Motion by Anderson, seconded by Olson, to waive the seconded reading for change #89 for ordinance 
#76.  All Ayes 
 
Motion by Anderson, seconded by Kostrezewski to approve change #89 for ordinance #76 as read and to 
approve the fee of $25.00 per day with a cap of $250.00 in the fee schedule.  All Ayes 
 
Project #205:  City Crew 
 
Kurt Haakinson was in attendance.  Council received the March public works report. 
 
The first malfunction at the new water plant was a pump.  The pump was under warrantee and has been 
repaired. 
 
Other items discussed: 
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• Old water plant has hazardous material that will need to be removed. 
• Report on the standard of the building.  Work with Tom Klemenhagen to receive costs and what 

is required. 
• Working on the road level on Oak Street West.  The road was lowered for storm water reasons. 
• Discussed having no street parking from November 1st to April 1st.  City crew would like this so 

they do not have to try and plow around cars and can keep the streets open. 
• Boat landing rip rap – will meet with the Sportsman’s Club.  It is ok with the council to go ahead 

and get this project completed. 
• Old boat dock – It has been suggested to use for a public boat slip.  This would enhance the 

downtown living of Osakis.  Jim Snyder will go ahead and collect information from the DNR 
and find out who will do the slips.  The dock will hold 8 slips.  Council gave the go ahead to 
check into this project. 

 
Project #18:  Bridge Inspection/Maintenance 
 
Loren Fellbaum, Todd County Engineer, met with Clerk Jacobson and updated her on the progress on 
replacing the bridge on Lake Street.  They have done the engineering for the project.  The council 
received the information that shows the bridge area and the permanent easements that must be acquired. 
 
In order to be approved for grant money and MNDOT to replace the bridge, they require permanent 
easements to the properties described.  The easement will only be used for construction of the bridge and 
piling of fill.  After the project is done, the area will be restored back to normal and seeded. 
 
The council discussed if the city wants to try to negotiate with the property owners and ask them to sign 
off on the permanent easement or if we should pay a reasonable mark value for that property. 
 
Clerk Jacobson has contacted the Todd County Assessor to ask what amount the city would be looking 
at for value for each of the easements outlined.  They will have the information at the Board of Review 
meeting on April 9, 2013.   
 
Council will wait to hear for the Todd County Assessor what the amounts are for the properties at the 
April 9, 2013 meeting.   
 
Project #25:  Dogs 
 
Dog Licenses are due May 1, 2013. 
 
The city will be holding the Dog Vaccination Clinic this year on Tuesday, April 9th from 6:00 p.m. to 
8:00 p.m. at the city hall garage. 
 
Council received the ad that was put in the paper and the price list for the vaccinations. 
 
Anyone is welcome to bring their pets in to get vaccinated and/or to purchase a city dog license.  They 
do not need to live in city limits.  Vaccinations are available for cats also.  Those individuals who do not 
live in city limits pay the vet directly for the vaccinations. 
 
Project #42:  Clean-Up Day 
 
Clerk Jacobson contacted West Central Sanitation regarding Clean-Up Day.  May 18th has been set for 
the Clean-Up Day and Yard Waste Clean-Up. 
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Council received the ad for the prices. 
Clerk Jacobson asked if the council wants to make any changes this year and if the Osakis Lions will be 
willing to help again this year. 
 
Last year the council decided to reduce the hours from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 
 
Clerk Jacobson also asked if the council wants to ask the Sentence to Serve to come again. 
 
Council would like to request S.T.S. 
  
Jeff Bertram, West Central Sanitation, suggested that the city increase the per load cost to $15.00 and 
two loads for $25.00.  This is due to the fact that a pickup truck load is 2 yards and the cost to dump 
would be $30.00.  Bertram also suggests raising the cost of each appliance to $15.00. 
 
The consensus of the council is to change the prices as suggested by Jeff Bertram. 
 
Project #43:  Board of Review 
 
The Board of Review and Equalization meeting will be held on April 9, 2013. 
 Todd County will be held at 9:00 a.m.   Douglas County will be held at 10:00 a.m. 
 
Project #69:  Information to the Council 
 
Council received an article from the Echo Press that Lil Ortendahl had mentioned at the last meeting that 
she was going to give the council regarding Economic Development and the Coalition of Greater 
Minnesota. 
 
Project #84:  Budget 
 
Council received the Budget Revenues and Expenditures for the end of 2012 after the auditor has 
completed all the adjustments.  This show the General Fund with Revenues of $980,346.44, 
Expenditures of $951,160.68 for a balance of $29,185.76. 
 
This balance will increase the general fund of the city. 
 
Project #110/109:  Gambling License/Liquor License 
 
The Immaculate Conception Church is requesting a Gambling License and a one day Liquor License for 
July 14, 2013, for their annual parish festival. 
 
A Resolution was presented by Anderson, seconded by Olson, to approve a Gambling License and 
Liquor License for Immaculate Conception Church for July 14, 2013.  When put to a vote, the 
Resolution passed unanimously.  
 
Project #213:  City Beach/Lifeguards 
 
Last year, the council discussed opening and hiring a lifeguard for the beach.  At that time we checked 
with the YMCA and Alexandria Recreation regarding lifeguards.  The only lifeguards they train are the 
ones that already have a job. 
 
Council discussed advertising for lifeguards and opening the beach to swim at your own risk. 
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Council would like to open the beach at Swim at Your Own Risk.  The council indicated to the city crew 
if they cannot keep up with cleaning the beach that the city could look at hiring someone. 
 
Jim Snyder added that he would like to see a menu board or sales flyer at the beach for promoting local 
businesses so people could order food for delivery.   
 
Project #309:  City Hall 
 
The clerks would like to request summer hours again for this year.  Summer hours would be from 
Memorial Day, May 28, 2013, to Labor Day, September 2, 2013, and would be from 7:00 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m. Monday thru Friday. 
 
Motion by Olson, seconded by Anderson, to approve summer hours from Memorial Day to Labor Day 
from 7:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. for the city clerks.  All Ayes 
 
Project #373:  Policies 
 
Since the city has a loan with Rural Development, they require the city to meet certain requirements.  
One of the requirements that need to be updated is the Drug Free Work Place requirements. 
 
Council received a letter from our city attorney on what is required. 
 
Council reviewed the policy and acknowledgement that each employee must sign. 
 
A Resolution was presented by Anderson, seconded by Olson, to approve the Drug and Alcohol Policy 
#2013-07.  When put to a vote, the Resolution passed unanimously.  
 
Project #388:  On-Sale Liquor License 
 
Council received a letter from Deb Schmidt, owner of the Walleye Lodge.  Schmidt is asking for a 
refund on her unused Liquor License for 2013. 
 
On January 10, 2013, Schmidt paid $1,500.00 for the On-Sale Liquor License and $200.00 for the 
Sunday Liquor License. 
 
According to the city ordinance and state statute, there is an exception for refund.  However, the 
Walleye Lodge does have an outstanding sewer bill of $1,007.65 at this time. 
 
The following are the calculations for the costs: 
 Total paid for liquor licenses:    $1,700.00 
 Divide $1,700.00 by 12, total for each month: $141.66  
 $141.66 times two (January & February):  $283.32 
 $1,700.00 minus $283.32 = amount of refund: $1,416.68 
 $1,416.68 minus $1,007.65 (sewer bill) =  $409.03 
 
Motion by Emerson, seconded by Kostrzewski, to approve the refund for Deb Schmidt for the 2013 
liquor licenses for Walleye Lodge minus the sewer bill for a total of $409.03 as explained above.  All 
Ayes 
 
Project #443:  2012 Improvements 
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As a requirement of our storm water permit with Sauk River Watershed District, the city must maintain 
our holding ponds.  Both the King Street pond and Industrial Park pond have been surveyed and 
evaluated.  The King Street pond will need to be cleaned this spring.  This project will be a change order 
with our 2012 Improvements. 
Council received an invoice from Landteam for their services for the ponds. 
 
Also, as part of the 2012 Improvements, the city wants to clean out and maintain the ditch behind Oak 
Street that runs through Stan Kirckoff’s property.  This is the property that is currently the Charter 
School property.  The ditch that the city wants to clean is the O pond by County Road 82.  This also 
would be a change order on the 2012 Improvements. 
 
Council received an invoice from Landteam for their services for preparing for the clean out. 
 
Motion by Emerson, seconded by Pederson, to approve the invoices from Landteam for their services in 
preparing the King Street pond at a cost of $5,624.98 and ditch cleaning at a cost of $5,708.75.  All 
Ayes 
 
Other Items: 
 
Jim Snyder asked if the council would have a problem if they have music in Park Osagi two times a 
month.  Snyder said they could put up a stage by the shelter in the corner. 
 
Council is ok with Snyder checking into getting music in the park and presenting information. 
 
Project #388:  On-Sale Liquor 
 
Clerk Jacobson stated that she received a Liquor Application from Kalpin Enterprises Inc. for the O-
Town Tavern to open at 17 Main Street East. 
 
Police Chief Gulbranson did a background check on each of the owners for financial and criminal 
checks and everything came back ok. 
 
The license fee has been paid.  Several items still need to be turned in:  copy of the Liquor Liability Ins., 
three references, and a copy of the restaurant license and workers comp. 
 
Motion by Emerson, seconded by Anderson, to approve the On-Sale Liquor and Sunday Liquor License 
for Kalpin Enterprises Inc. as long as the required information is provided to the city before the licenses 
are issued.  All Ayes  
 
Other Items: 
 
Council member Kostrzewski received a copy of a letter and a call from Mary Kruger from Douglas 
County Public Health.  Lil Ortendahl wrote a letter using city letterhead. 
 
Lil Ortendahl was present and stated she did not realize it looked like city letterhead.  Ortendahl had 
some tablets the city gave away years ago and it was not meant to look like the city sent the letter. 
 
Kostrzewski asked that she refrain from using the city letterhead. 
 
Heritage Staffing: 
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Clerk Jacobson informed the council we received a check from the Heritage Center for the staffing 
amount for 2013. 
 
Semi Truck – 2nd Avenue East 
 
Police Chief Gulbranson talked to Lindrite and Panther Distillery about the trucks on 2nd Avenue East.  
They will talk to the semi supplier to use a different street. 
 
 
Motion Anderson, seconded by Olson, to adjourn the meeting at 8:10 p.m.  All Ayes 
 
 
__________________________    ________________________________ 
Mayor – Keith Emerson            City Clerk – Angela Jacobson 


