Osakis Economic Development Authority
Meeting Minutes - Osakis City Hall
April 25, 2016 4:00 PM


Present: Bonnie Schultz, Keith Emerson, John Peterka, Jim Snyder, Dave Zerr
Absent: Dan Kotek, Bruce Pederson
Others Present: Angela Jacobson

Meeting called to order by John Peterka at 4:00 p.m.

Motion by Zerr, seconded by Emerson, to approve the agenda as presented.  All Ayes  Absent: Kotek, Pederson

Motion by Snyder, seconded by Emerson, to approve the March 28, 2016 meeting minutes, treasurer’s report and general consent items.  All Ayes  Absent: Kotek, Pederson 

Osakis Properties:  Scott Triebenbach has put in an offer on Lots 5 & 6 in Osakis Properties.  The covenants would not allow him to build the size of shed that he is proposing.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]EDA members stated that residents who built their homes had to build according to the covenants.  The development was setup for housing on each lot.  The EDA members said no to their offer.

Zerr informed the members of a potential offer on all the remaining lots.  Discussion was held, and the members feel an offer can be made on a couple of the lots and see how it goes.  If things go well, an offer can be made on more of the lots.

Industrial Park:  EDA members had a conference call with Evan Carlson from Innovative Power Systems.  Carlson is interested in purchasing a lot in the Industrial Park for a solar garden.  The lot by the radio station is 5.9 acres.  The solar garden would serve a substation for Xcel Energy in city limits.  

Discussion of the following:
· Consider selling or leasing the property.
· Innovative Power Systems pays $1,000 per acre per year with exciliration payments.
· Lease for a minimum of 25 years with the addition of two 5 year extensions.
· A 1 megawatt garden would be constructed.
· Need 5 to 8 acres to build a solar garden.
· Pollinator pledge to plant flowers would be utilized on the property.
· Local subscribers would participate in net meter savings.

Zerr asked if more jobs will be created and add businesses to town.  The Industrial Park was built for businesses to come to town.

Carlson stated that not a lot of jobs or commerce will be created with the proposed solar garden.  The solar gardens reduces power bills.

Carlson would be willing to pay the market value for the property if there is no lease option.

It would take 18 months for Xcel Energy and a city permit to be completed for constructing the garden.  Carlson would not close on the property until he gets approval from Xcel Energy and the city to construct the solar garden.  A lease agreement would have the same requirements and time frame.

There would be a screening option for the neighbor’s if needed.  Carlson will send Jacobson a picture of the property with the solar garden shown and a proposed lease and purchase agreement.  Jacobson will forward the information to Peterka and Schultz.

EDA will wait to see the money offer on the property from Carlson and review his lease agreement options.

The EDA members are not willing to sell the property unless they can make money on the lot.  They are also not willing to lease the property and tie it up for 25 years.



Motion by Emerson, seconded by Zerr, to adjourn the meeting at 5:20 p.m.  All Ayes  Absent: Kotek, Pederson


Next meeting will be May 23rd, 2016.



_____________________________________
Angela A. Jacobson – Admin-Clerk-Treasurer
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